Sangha News

Lest We Forget.

During a past Sunday service | spoke about Remembrance Day and the
need to thank those who died so that we might have freedom, and the debt
we owe to them. A simple thank you is a start but in keeping with the
theme of gratitude are we prepared to pay it forward?

The Second World War was perhaps one of the few wars where we can
say that the main objective was to stave off the oppression of Germany
and preserve freedom. Many of us can truly appreciate the sacrifice, and
in fact feel truly indebted to those who sacrificed part of or entire lives so
that we may enjoy the benefit.

Our Sangha is growing and becoming very diverse so the message I tried
to impart falls on many differing backgrounds and personalities. To those
of my generation and background the war was primarily a noble and
righteous endeavour.

However, there are many members in our Sangha who would have a
much different view of the war. To many Canadians who have Japanese
ancestry, the Second World War marked a point in history where their
freedoms were taken away for no reason other than the fact that they were
of Japanese descent. Property was confiscated without retribution, fami-
lies uprooted, separated and forced into camps similar to prisoner of war
camps.

To practice Right View is to continuously attempt to see and understand
the world through another’s eyes and experiences. To practice Right Ac-
tion is to be vigilant and determined that abuse and injustice is never re-
peated.

Thank you to those that kept the Nembutsu alive through that difficult
period and in gratitude may we all keep the temple and Sangha free from
injustices and discrimination in the now and future.

May you all enjoy a safe holiday full of the true riches of the season; joy,
gratitude and peace. See you in 2012!

Namo Amida Butsu — Sensei James
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Senior Sangha Members

With the onset of winter I realize that many of you may not be able to make it to the temple as
often as you wish so if you would like a house visit please call me at 403-988-6857 or email

senseijamescbt@gmail.com.
We could do a short service and/or just visit at your convenience.
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New Year’s Greeting

“Immeasurable Light and Life.”
At the beginning of the new year, 1 would like to send you my greetings from Hongwanji in Kyoto.

Last year was truly a difficult year. At first I had hoped that from April, we could conduct an exciting
and lively memorial for Shinran Shonin, one which is observed only once every fifty years. However, the
March disaster changed everything. Although I believe that the agony of the disaster-affected people goes
beyond anything we can imagine, this catastrophe has brought me to ponder everyday about what we
should do, what we can do, and what the future holds. The nuclear power plant accident, in particular, has
caused tremendous difficulties for not only the victims in that area, but has also hindered the enthusiasm of
people engaged in relief and restoration activities, as well as plunging the future of not only Japan, but also
the entire planet into uncertainty and apprehension.

At the same time, we are truly grateful for the monetary and material contributions for our relief efforts
and condolences that the people throughout the world have been sending to Japan.

It is easy to grasp the meaning of the sentence “Everything is impermanent,” but extremely difficult to
accept the truth which it expresses. Being aware of the working of Amida Tathagata’s wisdom and com-
passion could enable you to take a step forward in accepting and realizing this stark truth.

Massive earthquakes and unsettling weather patterns that caused great famine had also taken place dur-
ing Shinran Shonin’s time. It is certain that the teaching clarified by Shinran Shonin, including shinjin, the
heart entrusting to Other Power and our expression of gratitude as the Nembutsu, corresponds the experi-
ences that he actually went through. In saying Namo Amida Butsu and following the path to the Pure Land
where we can attain Buddhahood, we are able to find possibility of solving the issues lying deep in our
minds, which cannot be resolved merely by our own attempts and efforts.

We saw a variety of aspects in the tsunami disaster, namely, some past experiences that were well-
employed, while others were totally forgotten or ignored, and we were also faced with our excessive trust
in scientific technology. How we should control our endless desire that we can never rid ourselves of as
long as we are foolish beings and how we can make use of our limited wisdom and capability are issues
that | have accepted as our assignment for the new year. Keeping in mind that all life is embraced in the Light of
Amida Tathagata, together, let us walk forward.

January 1, 2012
OHTANI Koshin
Monshu
Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha

Start the New Year in a sane frame of mind!
Had enough of the silly season with too much partying, eating and socializing?

If not, carry on, but if you are in need of a retreat to recharge and refresh, consider joining us for a short day of
meditation, reflection and silence at the temple on Saturday, January 14.

Beginning at 9:00 am, there will be alternating periods of sitting (chair, bench or cushion) and walking meditation,
a midday meal (vegetarian), cleaning meditation, exercise on gratitude awareness (all in silence) with departure at
4:00 pm.

Cost is $20/ person - Payment can be made via a donation envelope. Please print Retreat along with your name on
the outside and drop in the donation box at the back of the temple by January 7, 2012. Participants limited to 15
To register please send a name and email address to: calgarybuddhisttemple@gmail.com




wnV_0€20l

€ %opl%© yO,V+00 a..™py Rapag" 0,V €z +
g 460 ¢é a &€ %V b @0 08Y SA% ?2€z& (U adg=+é
Uaap fCc+}0cYoOR Y+ 06,.,V (0€z + pUSA~W|G@+yud=+¢ O
Ua
(Teece€A{[ " eZ  +%,0,G"-1C p The Heart of the Buddha Dharma |} )

2Sap{» " ,B¢c,Ya é a

2012} " ..o@aj idp ~ ByJOH Ue Of +O O0g +O€ " %® 6,2}

"o g YO éU aio=Y p 00  B{, p%f0O U +y
ub+¢ OU &ai a0 , 06 adp%}oYpRopitsU~0e OG0 ,2) "N
#+ .00 Ug ...0paacoidG+y0 eé# atA..G ... €Es|
¢c#+0 itxaa i tx{ ,C0 Oal ¢ Ixay,?}l "up

O0..860 p+¢c OO0 &

p}Pe©0ll 6 }¥+p QUO €& aiy 60 by +% " €& pyaR acE
€ %o %o ?T-D¥~E g { %" ?t-1~D EUa, Ea0UU 0606 % ca " ¢c60 ag+
¢a+ 2.0 @g+éaan o aio s O, 834U 6 }+ed 0 Op+yuR aod|
¢ + 0, ¢ =+, ~©& O0 %0 %P %o"? U 0f~~@06 +0 0660 é a

+¢ 4o a%}ep€l <« 006| ¢c#+0O F,UO ajin @& Up EGEUU 66
O aup=é a+el a b @U é g 2} 0id fAcp%/ dap toUe OF "
ft Olg t@Op+yaR a,CVYoc.,Ca 1ep| ¢ , ¢ Uuru Oulg t®
Ga G ulOp=é a

Ap V" %®0 ayi~AO{T 06~ R| ¢ 0 « U 60 =« 4pi 0 aj UESSe U a

gco E)Se U a+ "| Qaico t+6+ OOU Er~ut ¢co0isa OauU
t®@0,Bc,Ya ¢ aa ai  ayY} pezuC pe€«x00 6,V p€z +pyi Y+yauO
Ug,YO é &

2012} y{T Q,p~@ pE& Pp}O UViOgU a Sé ¢i i +O0 ¢é Og JOe
BcYyYaé a

EWie

,Cd>weV

9XN{[ g



The Awakening of Faith

“The religious experience of Jodo Shinshu is rooted in what is known as Shinjinin Japanese and often de-
fined as "the awakening of faith” in English. While the ultimate objective of life in JodoShinshu lies in the
achievement of Buddhahood, life’s immediate purpose is realized in the awakening of Faith.”

(From Rev. Keneryu Tsuji’s The Heart of the Buddha Dharma)

With the dawning of the New Year, it is generally a time for optimism and hope as we
- look forward to the events and activities for the coming year. Although we are fortu-

' nate to be living in a country where we can begin the New Year with a sense of antici-
| pation, the reality is that there are many throughout the world who are not as fortunate.
| For them the New Year is just another day as they struggle to make a daily living.

One of the fundamental principles of Buddhism is Dependent Origination; it is re-

- garded that all phenomenal events are dependent on one another. There is nothing that
| exists by itself. All things are inter-related or inter-connected. If we truly understand
the principle of Dependent Origination, then we must also realize that suffering too is
not independent of itself. Where there is suffering, the rest of the world is also affected either directly or
indirectly. In 2011, we witnessed two large natural disasters, including the Earthquake and Tsunami in
Eastern Japan. As well, we observed many tragedies such as the unrest in the Middle East or the Economic
turmoil being felt through all corners of the Earth — induced by man.

As we welcome the New Year, may | ask each of you to reflect on what you can do as an individual and
what we can do as an organization to help relieve some of the suffering throughout the world. As quoted
above from the writings of Tsuji Sensei, it is the awakening to the Great Faith of Amida Buddha which is
the immediate purpose of our lives. In awakening to Amida Buddha’s Great Faith, let us share our compas-
sion for those who need help throughout the world. Through the tragedies as the Earthquake in Japan we
see the fragility of our own existence and become aware of the preciousness of all life. May we wish all
countries involved in violence to stop their actions and work towards True Peace for all sentient beings on
this earth.

As a new chapter in the history of Jodo Shinshu Buddhism in Canada is about to unfold, may I wish you all
a very peaceful New Year. Let us strive for Peace throughout the world in 2012, keeping in mind the true
calling voice of Amida Buddha.

Namo Amida Butsu, Namo Amida Butsu, Namo Amida Butsu.
In Gassho,

Grant Ikuta, Bishop
Jodo Shinshu Buddhist Temples of Canada.
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Toshi Koshi Time

Ring in the New Year with a family party at the temple. Traditional long noodles for long life followed by a short
service and Kansho (big bell) ringing. Sangha are invited to participate in the ringing as the 108 imperfections are
read off. For families with young children please come early to assist with the noodle making!

5:00 pm — Noodle preparation

6:00- 7:00 pm — eating for long life

7:30- 8:30 pm — Service and Kansho ringing
8:30 pm - ? — socialize with the Sangha

Start the New Year in a sane frame of mind!
Had enough of the silly season with too much partying, eating and socializing?

If not, carry on, but if you are in need of a retreat to recharge and refresh, consider joining us for a short day of medi-
tation, reflection and silence at the temple on Saturday, January 14.

Beginning at 9:00 am, there will be alternating periods of sitting (chair, bench or cushion) and walking meditation, a
midday meal (vegetarian), cleaning meditation, exercise on gratitude awareness (all in silence) with departure at 4:00
pm.

Cost is $20/ person - Payment can be made via a donation envelope. Please print Retreat along with your name on
the outside and drop in the donation box at the back of the temple by January 7, 2012. Participants limited to 15

Calgary to Host 2015 World Buddhist Women’s Convention

The Jodo Shinshu Temples of Canada Women’s Federation (JSBTCWF) is pleased to announce that the 15"
World Buddhist Women’s Convention in 2015 will be held in Calgary, Alberta with 2,000 international delegates
expected to attend.

“Embraced by the Oneness of Life” is the theme for this prestigious event. Representatives in attendance will be
women and men of all ages from Canada, continental United States, Hawaii, Japan and Brazil. This is a two day
convention scheduled for Saturday, May 30 and Sunday, May 31, 2015, and will be offered in three languages:
English, Japanese and Portuguese.

“Canada is very honored to be the host country in 2015”, says Susan Huntley, President of the JSBTCWF, “We are
looking forward to welcoming the many delegates as well as the opportunity to share the teachings of the Jodo
Shinshu Nembustu. The JSBTCWF is extremely excited to be in a position to work on a national scale to
strengthen the Sangha or community at large, and is grateful for this wonderful opportunity to showcase the city of
Calgary as well as Canada.”

Many volunteers will be needed to ensure the success of the convention. If you can help, please email
Jsbtewf.shuntley@gmail.com and let’s all be a “One World Sangha” together!

Remember

For groceries, gas, everyday shopping or for gift giving... Help raise
money for the 2015 World Convention by purchasing any of the following gift cards:
Safeway, Superstore, Sobeys, Shopper's, Canadian Tire, Mark's, Sears,

Payless Shoes, Moxies, PetroCanada, Esso, Cineplex and Kernels

Next date to purchase  cardsis Jan 15 after service - different ones comingin all the
time and are available while quantities last!
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Special
Talks at Calgary Buddhist Temple

An opportunity not to be missed!!

The Tannisho isone of the most widely read works in Japanese Buddhism, known not only as a reli-
gious but literary classic.Compiled several decades after his death by a disciple named ~éui, this
work consists of 18 sections.

Reading the Tannisho is perhaps the most meaningful way for today's Shin Buddhists to touch the
thought of Shinran Shonin, who founded the tradition in 13th century Japan.

Please join lkuta Sensei in reading and discussing this Shin Buddhist classic on Thursdays, January
12 & 26, 7:30-8:30 at the Calgary Buddhist Temple.

Special guest speaker, relationship counsellor and sex therapist, Mary -Jean Malyszka
February 9 - Opening into Beginner’'s Mind
To view a situation with fresh eyes is to discover possibilities previously unseen. Beginner's mind

allows for opinions, beliefs, and preconceptions to be put aside and a fresh creative intelligenoe t
emerge. We will play with ways to bring the experience of beginner’s mind into our daily lives.

February 16 - Rediscovering Relationships with Beginner’'s Mind

Relationships can become predictable....it is likely we've all experienced that at one point or an-
other. While beneficial in many ways, this predictability can also narrow the range of ways of rela

ing and lead to living within automatic assumptions. By starting from a place of “I don’t know”,ig
possible to see ourselves and those around us with a new awareness. This new awareness can enli-
ven and deepen both new and lifelong relationships to others as well as our relationship with our

self. Come ready to open your heart through beginner’s mind....Valentine chocolates included!

-0-

In Remembering of Rev. Dr. Leslie Kawamura, Professor of University of Calgary

There was an article written about Dr. Kawamura. If you would like to read this article please go
online to the IBF Canada website. The following link will take you to the article.

http://ibfcanada.ca/?p=42#more-42




Calgary Buddhist Temple The Calgary Buddhist Temple

) Vision & Mission
207-6" Street N.E.

Calgary, Alberta CANADA

T2E 3Y1 Vision
To set in motion a way of living, learning and teaching a life of joy and grati-
Phone: 403-263-5723 tude through Jodo Shinshu Buddhism
E-mail: info@calgary-buddhist.ab.ca
Mission
To develop Knowledge, understanding and awareness of Shin Buddhism by:
. X Offering regular Temple services, Dharma school and study groups
Namo Amida Butsu X Celebrating Buddhist ceremonies and established traditions
X Sharing a dynamic resource centre for Buddhist study for all ages
X Skillfully applying Buddhist teachings with the Sangha and community at
large
Key Values
AAE CalgaFy Compassion
. Gratitude
buddhist.ab.ca Transformation
Wisdom
Community
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Thank you August 2011 - Casino Volunteers!!

Belle Auld Bonnie Brinker Sara Clark

Doug Cruickshank Kesang Drawu Tseten Drawu
Fran Esler Leonard Esler Nolan Friesen
Lili Gillis Esther Halton Jackie Henderson
Larry Henderson Doug Hironaka Sally Hironaka
Dot Hodges Susan Huntley Roberta J. King
Amy Kitagawa Mike Kitagawa Susan Kitagawa
Ken Madden Mary-Jean Malyszka James Martin
Jay Masuda Tammy McCorkell Dan McCormack
Kim McCormack Keri Nagata Rocky Oishi
Alan Tanaka Margaret Tanaka Masaye Tanaka
Candy Tedford Lloyd Tsukishima

The revenues from the casino are a significant revenue source for the temple and we should all extend our thanks to
those listed above, those who made it all possible.

| am so thankful for the strong volunteer spirit in our temple community. Those who put there names forward at the
first opportunity; the families where the volunteer spirit runs strong; those who volunteer time and time again; and
those who made a special effort to give back to the temple.

Thanks to all volunteers for making time in your busy lives for this important event, for your patience with me as | was
shuffling the schedule, and for your willingness to take whatever job was asked of you.

Our next casino will be in the 2" quarter of 2013. We will receive the date in November 2012



