Hongwanji / Jodo Shinshu Buddhist Temples of Canada
YOUTH TOUR TO JAPAN
July 10 – July 25, 2009
TO:

BCC  Ministers



BCC  Temple Presidents

SUBJECT: 2009 Young Buddhist International Cultural Study Exchange (YBICSE). 
The 2009 Hongwanji Cultural Youth Exchange in Japan dates have been tentatively set and will take place from approximately July 10 to July 25. It is still tentative as we need to find out the flight schedules to and from Japan around this time. The actual Hongwanji portion of the trip has been set from July 13 to 21. Presently, I still have not received any information regarding a Hongwanji subsidy, however, in the past Hongwanji has been subsidizing around 140,000 yen per participant, which comes out to roughly $1,850 using today’s conversion rate. If we do receive this subsidy it will lower the cost to the individual participant significantly. I still haven’t worked out any figures, but the working committee will do our best to keep the participation fee as reasonable as possible. With the low Canadian dollar value, we will be targeting the fee to be around $1,750.00 per person. This is an approximate cost contingent upon all the expenses. 
If previous trips are any indication, this is an excellent opportunity for youths from across Canada to visit the homeland of Jodo Shinshu Buddhism, to learn and experience the culture and history of our Jodo Shinshu tradition. As well, the youths who are selected will get to know youths from not only Japan, but also from Brazil, Hawaii, and the USA as representatives from each of the Overseas Districts will have youths representing them for this program. Please keep in mind that from Canada we will be selecting ten youths, who will not only be participants, but will be ambassadors representing the JSBTC.
The trip will comprise of two parts, the first will be just the Canadian group on our own, and the second part will be organized through the Hongwanji (July 13 – 21). During the portion of the program set by Hongwanji, the youths will participate in tours to Kyoto, Hiroshima and possibly other destinations (I am still waiting for their schedule). As well, there will be activities at the Hongwanji, including lectures, tours and other events. Participants will also experience a home stay with a host family (I have yet to hear where that is to take place). Opportunity will be afforded for those youths who wish to receive confirmation rites by Gomonshu-sama.  

The tour is open to youth between the ages of 15 and 25. Application forms will be made available to the local temple ministers, their temple offices, or by contacting me directly at, rev.ikuta@shawlink.ca. We would like participants to submit the completed application forms to the local Minister by no later than April 15th, in time for the 2009 JSBTC AGM.
Youths who wish to visit with relatives or friends at the conclusion of the Youth Tour may do so, however, please notify me so that arrangements could be coordinated.
Thank you for your assistance,

In gassho,

Grant Ikuta

2009 Canada YBICSE Group Leader

